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Before | sit down with Professor Stein for
the main event, | thought | would spend a
moment or two touching upon the
contentious event in Washington of recent
weeks. | will not criticize the political
branches. We do that often enough in our
opinions.

But what | would like to do briefly is to
emphasize how the judicial branch is, how it
must be very different.

| have great respect for our public officials.

After all they speak for the people and
that commands a certain degree of humility
from those of us in the judicial branch who
do not.

We do not speak for the people. but we
speak for the Constitution.

Our role is very clear. We are to interpret
the Constitution and laws of the United

States and ensure that the political branches
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act within them.

That job obviously requires independence
from the political branches.

The story of Supreme Court would be
very different without that sort of
independence.

Without independence there is no Brown
versus Board of Education.

Without independence there is no West
Virginia versus Barnette where the court held
that the government could not compel
schoolchildren to salute the flag.

And without independence there is no
steel seizure case where the court held the
President Truman was subject to the
Constitution even in a time of war.
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