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I'We are told that the matter of
apportioning representation in
a state legislature is a complex
and many-faceted one. We
are advised that States can
rationally consider factors
other than population in
apportioning legislative
representation. We are
admonished not to restrict the
power of the States to impose
differing views as to political
philosophy on their citizens.
We are cautioned about the
dangers of entering into
political thickets and
mathematical quagmires.

Our answer is
this: a denial of

constitutionally protected rights
demands judicial protection;
our oath and our office require
no less of us.

(%)

To the extent that a citizen's
right to vote is debased, he is
that much less a citizen. The
fact that an individual lives here
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IR OZEMERE CTH D, L 44]

FHOHERTH )

MR, DEVAHEEIL WHIMEATHLPESEITEA
TVHPHD LT, TTRTHY AHEETHY . Thllk
THZENLL T THRRY, T, BEDOVERESREDY
eCmARmn Tho, Chid. ATRESEDZE L
SEBNFETH S,

(%)

IV ZRHIRE. EELOBFOLEEL LT, FEHRE
FEHIG TTREMBEOMBEDERIS. ADICEDVTHE
RENLThELESLEWCEIETRL TS LHIRT S,
fHHICE 2I1E, TORFEHEOE S, MoftoibisiciEds
TROBRELBATRENICHFELEEATNSEAIC
3. HORMBICKRETIEAORTIERIFEISERL TE

or there is not a legitimate
reason for overweighting or
diluting the efficacy of his vote.

The complexions of societies
and civilizations change, often
with amazing rapidity. A nation
once primarily rural in
character becomes
predominantly urban.
[Footnote 43]

Representation schemes once
fair and equitable become
archaic and outdated. But the
basic principle of
representative government
remains, and must remain,
unchanged -- the weight of a
citizen's vote cannot be made
to depend on where he lives.

Population is, of necessity, the
starting point for consideration
and the controlling criterion for
judgment in legislative
apportionment controversies.
[Footnote 44]

Page 377 U. S. 568

A citizen, a qualified voter, is
no more nor no less so
because he lives in the city or
on the farm. This is the clear
and strong command of our
Constitution's Equal Protection
Clause. This is an essential
part of the concept of a
government of laws, and not
men.

(%)

v

We hold that, as a basic
constitutional standard, the
Equal Protection Clause
requires that the seats in both
houses of a bicameral state
legislature must be
apportioned on a population
basis. Simply stated, an
individual's right to vote for
state legislators is
unconstitutionally impaired
when its weightis in a
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substantial fashion diluted
when compared with votes of
citizens living in other parts of
the State. Since under neither
the existing apportionment
provisions nor either of the
proposed plans was either of
the houses of the Alabama
Legislature apportioned on a
population basis, the District
Court correctly held that all
three of these schemes were

constitutionally invalid. | G
SR

(€) &E1068

T, LA 2 VKRR O EE IR 5y

(FR30)

r (k) ZLUTORY,

RV IRT D, fET 20 PHAPRERTIEELS. ARTHS.

Has & @IS DT RA R R L UaEIC &

V. 1960 ST

X, ABIZES

SHREN S DHEMUTHBR R BEDHICE S TELHRBDTH D LWV DI

EAEDFERIFTTL LAZEER LD Lo,

NADFEIXS I COMRIRMREBELZIRET 57201

XIFILERHA K

E<LYTETHRIMREICT I/ ELATELSLLIDEMH <SS, AOYY
FORAH S DR ZRBDHZHEMEIZ. SHTRARBATHEBANELY, 1 @

ERCIVEE:D)

(530) W63 28/81 HF547~29/81 H101T

I Again, people, not land or trees or pastures, vote. Modern developments

and improvements in transportation and communications make rather hollow, in the mid-1960's,
most claims that deviations from population-based representation can validly be based solely on
geographical considerations. Arguments for allowing such deviations in order to insure effective
representation for sparsely settled areas and to prevent legislative districts from becoming so large
that the availability of access of citizens to their representatives is impaired are today, for the most

part, unconvincing. |  G&sH 51H#)
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L IR VARFET— R — )L TCOHER T,

[They (the political branches 4:%%) speak for the people.

GR) S (BUEARRRFI. HI'H . KEDHIEE & KEREFRHE

i) b

ERDEOHICRELET,

'We (the judicial branch %1% do not speak for the people, but we speak

for the Constitution. |
(FR) Fh3k (BN 5, SIEEBPY s
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| will not criticize the political FAE, BOaE i (850 28tH LA,
branches. We do that often enough in ZHUL, HRERDR N THIITAT-
our opinions. TV EIOT, *)

But what | would like to do briefly isto | FAlE, & 2T, fliEIC T 23, BliEERF
emphasize how the judicial branchis, | 7*<? K5 IERESTOER, ED K>
how it must be very different. a(%%@ DA EIFL TR

| have great respect for our public
officials.

After all they speak for the people

and that commands a certain degree of

AT AR BEN TR B D T7 % (2%

L, REBEOSEZRBNTEY £7°,

W20, BSBERDAHICREL
F9, TINH, £ 95 TRWFAE S EIER

humility from those of us in the judicial Zzgé\f?g%gmﬁgﬁﬁﬁf%é =&
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but we speak for the Constitution. ESLHIE, BED/=DICRELFET,
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Our role is very clear. We are to
interpret the Constitution and laws of
the United States and ensure that the
political branches act within them.

That job obviously requires
independence from the political
branches.

The story of Supreme Court would be
very different without that sort of
independence.

Without independence there is no
Brown versus Board of Education.

Without independence there is no
West Virginia versus Barnette where the
court held that the government could not
compel schoolchildren to salute the flag.

And without independence there is
no steel seizure case where the court
held the President Truman was
subject to the Constitution evenin a
time of war.
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